
Toronto Hotel Workers 
Plan Strike
Work Action and Community 
Rally Planned for June 24th
By Kevin O’toole

The International Union of Food and Allied Workers (IUF) is planning a 
global day of action on June 24th in defense of workers’ right to organize 
unions, the Toronto Media Co-op has learned.

The union is targeting Paris-based Accor, one of the largest hotel companies 
in the world.  In Toronto, workers with UNITE HERE Local 75 (UH 75) 
are planning a one-day strike action at the Novotel Hotel at 45 The Espla-
nade, one of several brands of hotels owned and operated by Accor.  IUF 
and UH 75 say that Accor is violating its commitment with IUF “not to 
oppose efforts to unionize its employees.”

According to UH 75, workers organizing at Novotel hotels in Canada have 
faced “multifaceted” forms of management opposition.  The union claims 
that in Mississauga, management has urged its employees verbally and in 
writing to “vote no” in a union election and have stopped providing shifts to 
server Rekha Sharma shortly after she spoke at a union rally outside her ho-
tel over a year ago.  In Ottawa, cook and union organizer Jeff Segat was fired 
prior to a union vote, despite having had a positive performance evaluation.
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Outcries of public rage met the announcement that 
Michael Bryant would not be charged in the death of 
Darcy Allen Sheppard, a bike courier from Toronto.

Richard Peck, the special prosecutor assigned to the 
Bryant/Sheppard case, says that the public interest 
could not have been taken into account in his decision 
not to prosecute the former Provincial Minister. 

“It doesn’t work that way,” said Peck in response to 
claims that he should have proceeded with charges in 
the public interest of accountability.  “The responsi-
bility on Crown Council is to review the case and see 
if it meets the threshold for prosecution.  The public 
interest cannot trump the fact that case does not 
meet the threshold for prosecution...it’s in the Crown 
Council policy manual.  If you don’t have a provable 
case, you can’t proceed.”

Bryant’s car can be seen on public surveillance video 
striking Sheppard and then driving off with Shep-
pard attached to his car, yet the defendant claims that 
Sheppard attempted to attack him before he drove off 
in his car, killing Sheppard.

Concerns about Bryant’s PR firm, Navigator LTD. 
have also been raised. Their slogan is “When You 

Can’t Afford to Lose.”

Navigator is headed by Jamie Watt, the 
mastermind behind the Mike Harris Con-
servative campaigns in the 90’s.  Watt plead 
guilty to 13 counts of fraud in 1984.

Joe Friesen writing in The Globe and Mail 
pointed out that Navigator, an extremely 
high-end and well-connected firm, was 
very openly working to spin Bryant’s image 
through press releases, coordinated state-
ments and the narrative of the events of 
night Sheppard was killed.

Navigator has been involved with a number 
of high-profile, right-wing political events 
recently.

Watt is one of the key campaign manag-
ers of the George Smitherman campaign 
for mayor.  He or his firm has also been involved in 
‘crisis communications’ work for Helena Guergis after 
she was removed form the Conservative Cabinet and 
Brian Mulroney during the Karlheinz Schreiber affair.

Less well known is that Navigator was also the firm 
that was conducting focus groups for Pride Toronto 

looking at whether the group Queers Against Israeli 
Apartheid (QUAIA) could participate in the march.  
Speaking in XTRA, Cathy Gulkin, a member of 
one focus group, stated that the groups were stacked 
against QUAIA.  She also stated that Navigator-rep 
Chad Rodgers was spreading the false claim that 
swastikas were being worn by QUAIA members at 

BRYANT’S CHARGES DROPPED BUT PR CONTINUES
by Gwalgen Geordie Dent

On June 13, the Israeli government an-
nounced the appointment of Canada’s 
former chief military lawyer, Brigadier-
General Ken Watkin, as an internation-
al observer to an “Independent Public 
Commission”.  The commission was set 
up in response to the killings of nine 
Turkish civilians in international waters 
on May 30th.  The civilians were peace 
activists aboard an aid flotilla delivering 
medical and construction supplies and 
food to Gaza, which has been under 
blockade since 2007.  Following wide-
spread international condemnation, the 
UN Security Council called for an in-
ternational independent inquiry into 
the incident – a move vetoed by the 
US.  In its stead, Israel has appointed 
its own panel of three Israeli citizens 
and two international observers.

Canadian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Lawrence Cannon welcomed 
the establishment of the commis-
sion and the appointment of Watkin 
in a statement: “Given his career in 
the Canadian Forces (CF), and his 
service as Judge Advocate General, 
Brigadier General Ken Watkin is 
well suited to participate in this com-
mission.”  The Conservatives have 
been accused of showing a bias favor-
ing Israel by various sources since 
taking power in 2006.

Watkin was appointed Judge Advo-
cate General ( JAG) in 2006, by for-
mer Conservative Defense Minister 
Gordon O’Conner.  As JAG, Watkin 

oversaw a staff of over 200 military 
lawyers who, according to the CF 
website, “provide legal advice at bases 
and wings”, defend soldiers and others 
accused under court martial and advise 
commanding officers on legal and ethi-
cal issues in areas of armed conflict. He 
served as JAG until earlier this year. 

Previously, Watkin sat on the Board of 
Inquiry for Canadian military contro-
versies in Somalia in 1993 and Rwanda 
in 1994 and advised the Canadian 
Navy and Commanders in Bosnia.  
Most recently, he has been implicated 
in the “Afghan Detainee” issue.

Former Conservative  
Appointee to Observe 
Gaza Flotilla Inquiry
By Enid Godtree and Kevin O’Toole

Darcy Allen Sheppard
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Judicial Harassment of Activists Continues 
System rigged against poor and racialized people
Although the G20 was in June, arrests and 
re-arrests of activists continue as part of a 
general pattern of increased police harass-
ment against activists and community or-
ganizers. S.K. Hussan of No One Is Illegal, 
under severe house arrest conditions for 
G20 related charges, said “I think this crimi-
nalization, the bail conditions, the charac-
ter assassination, are just a continuation of 
the ongoing violence the police carries out 
– particularly on poor people, particularly 
on migrants, particularly on people of co-
lour.” People without financial resources or 
middle-class sureties, are also facing a biased 
court system and are being denied bail and 
held for unreasonably lengths of time.

Farshad Azadian, a youth leader with the 
Esplanade Community Group, was arrested 
on July 23rd after observing police harass-
ment of community youth. He was accused 
of obstructing justice although he was stand-
ing over 10 meters from the police. This fol-
lows on the detention of several members 
of the community group, including Azadian, 
during the G20 itself. Several members of 
the group were imprisoned in the Eastern 
Avenue detention centre after being kettled 
for hours by riot police outside the Novotel 
hotel, in their own neighbourhood.

Azadian said: “The police have gotten a 
lot more aggressive and even more willing 
to break their own laws in the post-G20 
period, and I think that has to do with “ok” 

that was given to them to smash skulls and 
arrest people randomly, and pen them up 
without rights. I think that has had a psy-
chological impact on the police force. But, 
having said that, I could have gotten arrested 
at any time for observing police and ensur-
ing that youths’ rights don’t get violated, and 
many have. I’ve been threatened with arrest 
numerous times, and other youth in my crew 
have been thrown into the back of cop cars 
for filming on the cell phone. So my arrest 
is definitely a question of the police’s natu-
ral role in keeping the lower working class 
down, and psychologically intimidated. Me 
standing up to them was reason enough (in 
that case) to get me arrested, and regardless 
of the G20, it may have happened eventu-
ally. But the G20 I think made that kind of 
police behavior more likely to occur.”

The latest arrest is Juan Pablo Lepore, an 
Argentinean documentary filmmaker, who 
was arrested during ‘random questioning’ 
in Montreal on September 2nd. He is cur-
rently at Metro West Detention Centre, and 
his friends are scrambling to find a surety. 
Nicolas Van Caloen, who was working on 
a documentary with Juan Pablo, said in a 
press release “The criminalization of Juan 
Pablo Lepore is proof that the waves of ar-
rests following the G20 aim to discourage 
political engagement by people angered by 
our system’s injustices.” He noted in that 
case that people without significant financial 

resources, are being held without bail“ The 
fact that accused have to pay a really large 
amount of money and have wealthy sureties 
to get conditional liberation is clearly show-
ing that poor people are discriminated by 
the Canadian justice system.”

Gary McCullough, who was arrested for 
driving near the G20 security zone with 
most of his possessions in his car, remains 
imprisoned since that weekend, probably 
because his elderly parents are unable to be 

sureties for his bail. McCullough has a his-
tory of mental illness, and his lawyer told the 
Star “I don’t see any basis for a determina-
tion that he is a danger to the public. I re-
ally believe that it’s a prejudice against the 
mentally ill.”

One Toronto activist, who declined to 
be named, said “This is a strategy, they are 
spreading out the arrests to increase fear and 
panic, it’s so typical – but it won’t work, it 
never works, it will only make us stronger.”

July 14: Police release photos of ‘10 
Most Wanted’ at press conference
July 21: Eleven people arrested at 
OCAP rally
July 21: Kelly Pflug-Back turns herself 
in after her photo is released to the 
media. Eventually released on $80,000 
bail.
July 23: Esplanade Community Group 
youth leader Farshad Azadian arrested 
for ‘obstruction’ while standing 10 m 
away from police
July 30: Alex Hundert and Leah 
Henderson told that speaking to the 
press is a violation of bail conditions
August 5: Indigenous rights activist 
Ryan Rainville arrested. Unable to post 
sufficient bail, Ryan remains in jail.
August 6: Police release more photos 
of G20 ‘most wanted’

August 23: 300 people appear in 
Toronto court on G20-related charges, 
over 100 charges dropped
August 26: Community activist 
arrested after Hamilton Coalition Against 
the G20 event
september 2: Juan Pablo Lepore, 
documentary filmmaker and 
independent journalist, arrested on G20-
related charges in Montreal.
september 3: indigenous solidarity 
activist Erik Lankin finally released from 
jail after 10 weeks in prison
september 11: computer security 
expert Byron Sonne remains in jail since 
being arrested on June 22nd. Gary 
McCullough, arrested for driving near 
the G20 security zone with most of his 
possessions in his car, is also still in jail.

The legal prosecution of G20 political activ-
ists continued last week with the appearance 
of approximately 300 people at a courthouse 
in north Toronto amid a noticeable police 
presence. Over the course of the day, more 
than 100 people had charges withdrawn, 
‘diverted’ or accepted an offer of a peace 
bond. Lead Crown Attorney Vincent Paris 
gave a statement on the proceedings outside 
the courthouse but declined to comment on 
individual cases.

Although diversion does not result in a 
conviction, as part of the process defendants 
typically ‘accept responsibility’ for actions in 
the form of a donation to charity or partici-
pation in a supervised program. Many people 
refused to participate in the diversion process 
and elected to have their day in court. Mac 
Scott, a legal worker with the Movement 
Defence Committee, noted that it is highly 
unusual for people to be offered diversion at 
this point in the court process, and attribut-
ed it to police actions during the G20 being 
“heavy handed and largely illegal...People 
were arrested indiscriminately and without 
evidence in a large number of cases.”

Natalie Gray’s arm and chest still bear 
marks from rubber bullet wounds. She is 
among several high profile G20 arrestees 
whose charges were dropped after evidence 
contradicting the police version of events 
was widely published. Gray’s arrest made 
headlines after she was shot while attend-
ing a peaceful support rally outside the tem-

porary detention centre on Eastern Avenue. 
Police only admitted the use of rubber bul-
lets when photo evidence emerged in the 
media. Gray is in the process of filing a 
lawsuit against the police. Also withdrawn 
were charges against media activist Lacy 
MacAuley, who was attacked by several of-
ficers, dragged into an unmarked van and 
assaulted, most of which was captured on 
camera. She was subsequently charged with 
assaulting a police officer.

MacAuley characterized the Crown’s 
decision to drop her charges as part of a 
strategy to avoid embarrassment, and to iso-
late defendants who don’t have clear video 
evidence exonerating them. “They want to 
sweep us under the carpet; they want us to 
go away...(but) we will not be silenced.” She 
is now considering her options for pursuing 

legal action against the police.
When asked if any officers would be 

charged for their actions during the sum-
mit, Paris replied that it was a “police mat-
ter”, and implicitly defended command 
decisions to take over 1000 people into cus-
tody in the course of the G20 weekend.

Matthew Melancon, who along with 
dozens of other Quebec residents was 
picked up at a mass arrest during a raid 
on a University of Toronto student union, 
told the Toronto Star: “I wasn’t there at the 
demonstration... yet they charged me with 
conspiracy for participating in a riot...I was 
sleeping at the University...and (was woken 
up by) dozens of cops with guns screaming 
at us.” Most Quebec defendants are still fac-
ing charges and will have to return Toronto 
in October for more court appearances.

g20 IN Numbers
20 
largest economies in the world

2 
days of meetings

1.3 billion 
dollars spent

0.4 
average of meeting commitments

25,000+ 
demonstrators in the streets

5 
metres of imaginary forbidden space

1100+ 
arrests

306 
with charges laid

4 
people still in jail

104 
diverted or withdrawn

61 
accused of conspiracy and worse

20 
years of planned austerity measures

JUSTIN SAUNDERS

Hundreds of g20 charges withdrawn

BY MEGAN COTTON-KINCH

BY JUSTIN SAUNDERS AND MEGAN COTTON-KINCH



As a result, UH 75 is calling on 
Accor to: respect the Trade Union 
Rights agreement signed with IUF, 
“in particular the commitment not 
to oppose efforts by its workers 
to unionise,” to publicly affirm its 
neutrality and voluntarily grant 
union recognition where there is 
evidence of majority support and 
to reinstate organizers who have 
been terminated or lost shifts and 
hours since their campaign went 
public in November 2008.

The 100 workers at Novotel on the 

Esplanade will be joined by hotel 
and food service workers across the 
GTA.  UH 75 is calling for allies 
to join them at the picket lines 
any time from 7am to 7pm and 
at 4:30pm in particular for a mass 
rally to show community solidarity 
and support.

Council recently calling for an 
independent investigation of the 
incident was blocked by the US 
who called on Israel to investigate 
themselves.
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Alternative Summit Cost Equals Six Seconds of 
G8/20 Summit 
By Tim Groves  

Six seconds of the G8 and G20 
summits would be enough money to 
cover the entire cost of the Peoples 
Summit, an alternative summit 
happening a week before the official 
summit.

“Our budget is $30,000, which 
works out to six seconds worth of 
their cost,” said Mark Calzavara, 
an organizer of the People’s Sum-
mit. The G8 and G20 Summits 
are costing $1.2 Billion dollars. 
Calzavara calculated the cost per 
hour as $17 million then divided 
by the cost of the Peoples Sum-
mit to arrive at the figure of six 
seconds. “Whatever way you dice 
it, it shows the absurdity of it 
all,” he said.

The G8 and G20 Summits are 
being attended by a handful of 
elite politicians and business 
people while the public is being 
kept out by a large fence and 
a massive security operation. 
Calzavara believes these are not 
about finding real solutions for 
everyday people. “It’s really about 
making sure the rules favour 
their own nations above all oth-
ers,” he said.

Meanwhile, the People’s Summit is 
open to everyone. Over 100 work-
shops are being held on a wide va-
riety of topics, with several sessions 
dedicated to children. It launches 
on June 18th with an opening event 
at the Carlu Theatre and continues 
on Saturday and Sunday at Ryerson 
Campus. 

For more information visit: peoples-
summit2010.ca  

the 2009 Pride Parade.  The claim made by lawyer and Israeli-supporter 
Martin Gladstone was later debunked as being an anti-swastika symbol 
not even worn by a QUAIA member. 

Toronto Community Mobilization Network

ABOLISH THE G8/G20!

Defend Tur tle Island

THEMED DAYS OF 
RES ISTANCE  (BUILD UP)
June 21 ,  2pm, Allan Gardens: 
March,  “All  Out In Defense of 
the Rights of  All”
June 22 :  Creative civic 
transformations and street 
theatre for Gender Justice.
June 22 ,  evening,  f inancial 
district :  Queering the G20!
June 23 ,  11am, Alexandra Park 
(Dundas/Bathurst) :  March, 
“Call  for  Environmental  Justice! 
A Toxic Tour of  Toronto!”

June 24 ,  11am, Queen’s Park: 
March,  Canada Can’t  Hide 
Genocide:  Indigenous Day of 
Action. 

DAYS OF ACTION
June 25 ,  2 :30pm, Allan Gardens: 
March,  Block Party,  Tent City, 
“Justice for Our Communities”
June 26 ,  1 :00pm, Queen’s Park: 
March,  “People First”
June 26 ,  1 :00pm, Queen’s Park: 
March,  “Get Off  the Fence”
June 26 :  Radical  Street  Party, 
“Saturday Night Fever.”

June 27 :  Autonomous Direct 
Actions,  “Getting Down to 
Business”
June 27 ,  1pm: Bike Block Action
June 27 ,  2pm, St .  James Park 
(King/Church):  Funeral  March
June 27 ,  3 :33pm, Queen’s Park: 
Make Believe Tea Party
June 27 ,  5pm: Bruce Mackey 
Park (Dundas/Wardell) : 
March,   Fire Works For Prisons
For more details  & events, 
alternative media,  convergence 
centre and more. . .  visit :
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BRYANT’S PR MANAGERS

G20 Map for Downtown Toronto

Issue 13  Wednesday, sept. 15, 2010 tOROntO.MedIaCOOp.Ca

WikiLeaks and the politics of whistleblowing

Canada implicated in deaths of Afghan children

BY JUSTIN SAUNDERS

BY TIM GROVES AND GEORDIE DENT

Ever since a U.S. army counterintelligence 
report identified WikiLeaks as a direct 
threat to the ‘force protection interests’ of 
the military – a euphemistic term for the 
United States’ ability to militarily dominate 
when, where and against whom they choose 
– the organization has been in the Penta-
gon’s crosshairs. For those of you who have 
been living under a rock, WikiLeaks runs a 
web portal dedicated to publishing govern-
ment and corporate secrets online. It is, es-
sentially, the new intermediary for potential 
whistleblowers and many of the 1.2+ million 
documents it has made public in its four year 
history have concerned various branches of 
the U.S. Government.

The propaganda war that is being played 
out between the Pentagon and WikiLeaks 
has become increasingly bitter in the last 
year and a half, first with the release of the 
notorious helicopter video and most recently 
in relation to the Afghan warlogs and the ar-
rest and prosecution of Bradley Manning, an 
army intelligence analyst thought to be one 
of Wikileaks’ primary sources . Although 

Julian Assange, WikiLeaks co-founder and 
its most visible spokesperson, described the 
organization as primarily concerned with 
justice, it is the ideological acceptability of 
whistleblowing that is being fought over 
here.

However, the genie is out of the bottle 
in terms of the ability of state agencies to 
contain these secrets. If WikiLeaks were to 
disappear tomorrow, the data it has made 
public would remain (mirrored by an in-
creasing number of webhosts around the 
world) and, more importantly, whistleblow-
ers would still be able to publish information 
through alternate means. Online journalists, 
security researchers, tech activists and others 
interested in issues of privacy and security 
occupy an important position in this regard.  
Certainly, though, none of the other existing 
intermediaries (investigative journalists, me-
dia outlets, certain online forums dedicated 
to the purpose, ‘sympathetic’ hackers--- we 
all saw how well that worked out for Man-
ning) have quite the brand recognition that 
WikiLeaks seems to have achieved - ironi-

cally, by virtue of the U.S. Government’s at-
tempts to discredit it.

WikiLeaks is now something of a mis-
nomer. Originally, it was a wiki, with an 
open submission and publication process. 
John Young, the respected architect and 
activist behind Cryptome (a site that pre-
dates Wikileaks by a decade), was invited to 
be its public face. Young parted ways with 
WikiLeaks only a few weeks after, citing 
philosophical differences. Ironically, over 
time WikiLeaks itself has become much 
less transparent in its practices, ostensibly 
to protect the anonymity of its sources, and 
has published fewer and fewer documents – 
most of which have been classified United 
States military files. As Young has noted, 
this is a clear shift in policy and mission for 
the organization, which is to “expose op-
pressive regimes in Asia, the former Soviet 
bloc, Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle 
East”. This, along with questions about the 
money trail (WikiLeaks claims to have re-
ceived substantial amounts in donations but 
no one really knows how or to whom the 

money has been allocated) and the character 
of Assange serve to undermine WikiLeaks’ 
credibility at the same time as the organiza-
tion has become synonymous with govern-
ment accountability. This is, needless to say, 
an enormous problem with potentially seri-
ous implications for the future of whistle-
blowing.

Nevertheless, for all it’s faults (and there 
are many potential grounds on which to 
criticize the sustainability of the WikiLeaks 
model) WikiLeaks currently represents the 
desire of information to be free. On the 
other side institutions like the Pentagon 
and Executive branches of government rep-
resent the desire to control it. Between them 
lie a vast number of individuals who work 
within the global security apparatus, num-
bering in the millions in the United States 
alone. At stake are the loyalty and sense of 
ethics of these workers. But the excessive de-
bate surrounding WikiLeaks’ position as the 
primary vector for publishing secretive data 
may only serve to detract from its ability to 
do so. We should not let this happen.

Multiple reports of the Canadian military 
being involved in the deaths of Afghan chil-
dren have been uncovered in WikiLeaks’ 
diplomatic cables by the Toronto Media 
Co-op.

Two children were killed and another two 
hospitalized after playing with unexploded 
ordinance that was believed to be found in 
a Canadian firing range in Afghanistan, in 
February 2009, according to a cable leaked 
by the website WikiLeaks.

Canada had been test firing mortars and 
other ammunition as large as 120mm in the 
area. While the official report placed the 
blame on the children themselves, it still 
suggested Canada may have played a role 
in the children’s death, while also indicat-
ing Afghan police may be to blame for the 
ordinance.

The official account differs drastically 
from those made by residents in the area 
shortly after the children were killed:

“A mortar round, fired from the direc-
tion of a Canadian forward operating base 
to the west of the village, landed among the 
children, who were on their way back from 
a local madrassa” read a story in Canadian 
Press [CP] from February 23rd 2009. Abdul 
Wahid, a resident of the area told CP. “This 
is disgusting, firing these kind of mortars on 
civilians”.

Unexploded ordinance is a major problem 
in Afghanistan which according to some re-
ports kills and injures about 60 people every 
month in Afghanistan. Almost half of those 
are children.

Another WikiLeaks cable detailed the 
killing of two teenagers, aged 14 and 16 
years old by Canadians in October 2009, 
west of Kandahar.

Two Afghani teenaged boys were travel-
ing towards a line of soldiers on a motor-
cycle at high speed. The soldiers of the 2nd 
Battalion of The Royal 22e Régiment were 
reported to be doing an independent offen-
sive patrol.

The cable explains, “The motorcycle ap-
proached the cordon (line of soldiers) ex-
tremely fast and did not respond to verbal 
and visual warnings. As such, one aimed 
warning shot was fired. The motorcycle con-
tinued towards the cordon and when they 
were within 50m lethal shots were fired at 
the centre of mass,” killing both boys.

It is not explained which visual signals 
were used to show two Afghani teenagers 
on a motorbike, more than 50 metres away, 
traveling at high speeds that they had to stop 
or slow down. Nor is it explained why the 
line of soldiers thought the two teenaged 
boys were a threat.

Afghan MP Malalai Joya speaks in Toronto. (Photo: Geordie Dent)


