
by Hillary Lindsay

TORONTO–Hundreds of people 
took over the Queen and Yonge street 
intersection yesterday, many fabulously 
dressed in sequins, boas, fishnet 
stockings and lots of hot pink. Dozens 
of police watched as participants 
chanted, made music, and made out. 

“We’re queer, we’re fabulous, we’re 
against the G20!” they shouted.

Ro Velasquez, a member of the Queer 

Resistance Network, helped organize 
the march.  “We know the G20 
represents the rich and the few,” she 
said.  “We’ve organized a carnival of 
resistance.”

Queer people – like many other 
marginalized groups – are targeted, 
and suffer under the current system, 
said Velasquez.

“Queer people are people of colour.  
Queer people are criminalized every 
day by police brutality.  Queer people 

are not let into this country because 
of their gender and their immigration 
status. Queer people are poor. Queer 
people have disabilities. Queer people 
need special diets, they need the 
welfare rates to go up by 40%, and this 
is not happening in our city,” explained 
Velasquez.

The demonstration was surrounded by 
police on all sides.  “No sexist police, 
no justice, no peace!” chanted the 
crowd. 

“We have a history of resisting police 
brutality, of resisting against the 
state’s repression of our bodies,” said 
Velasquez. “We knew there would be 
a lot of cops out here. We decided to 
take it on.”

As the group began to disperse one 
organizer made an announcement into 
the megaphone.

“The streets are not safe these days,” 
she yelled, referring to the increased 
police presence. “Stay in groups. Make 
sure that none of us are taken down 
and we show them how fucking fierce 
we are.”

Toronto Hotel Workers 
Plan Strike
Work Action and Community 
Rally Planned for June 24th
By Kevin O’toole

The International Union of Food and Allied Workers (IUF) is planning a 
global day of action on June 24th in defense of workers’ right to organize 
unions, the Toronto Media Co-op has learned.

The union is targeting Paris-based Accor, one of the largest hotel companies 
in the world.  In Toronto, workers with UNITE HERE Local 75 (UH 75) 
are planning a one-day strike action at the Novotel Hotel at 45 The Espla-
nade, one of several brands of hotels owned and operated by Accor.  IUF 
and UH 75 say that Accor is violating its commitment with IUF “not to 
oppose efforts to unionize its employees.”

According to UH 75, workers organizing at Novotel hotels in Canada have 
faced “multifaceted” forms of management opposition.  The union claims 
that in Mississauga, management has urged its employees verbally and in 
writing to “vote no” in a union election and have stopped providing shifts to 
server Rekha Sharma shortly after she spoke at a union rally outside her ho-
tel over a year ago.  In Ottawa, cook and union organizer Jeff Segat was fired 
prior to a union vote, despite having had a positive performance evaluation.
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Outcries of public rage met the announcement that 
Michael Bryant would not be charged in the death of 
Darcy Allen Sheppard, a bike courier from Toronto.

Richard Peck, the special prosecutor assigned to the 
Bryant/Sheppard case, says that the public interest 
could not have been taken into account in his decision 
not to prosecute the former Provincial Minister. 

“It doesn’t work that way,” said Peck in response to 
claims that he should have proceeded with charges in 
the public interest of accountability.  “The responsi-
bility on Crown Council is to review the case and see 
if it meets the threshold for prosecution.  The public 
interest cannot trump the fact that case does not 
meet the threshold for prosecution...it’s in the Crown 
Council policy manual.  If you don’t have a provable 
case, you can’t proceed.”

Bryant’s car can be seen on public surveillance video 
striking Sheppard and then driving off with Shep-
pard attached to his car, yet the defendant claims that 
Sheppard attempted to attack him before he drove off 
in his car, killing Sheppard.

Concerns about Bryant’s PR firm, Navigator LTD. 
have also been raised. Their slogan is “When You 

Can’t Afford to Lose.”

Navigator is headed by Jamie Watt, the 
mastermind behind the Mike Harris Con-
servative campaigns in the 90’s.  Watt plead 
guilty to 13 counts of fraud in 1984.

Joe Friesen writing in The Globe and Mail 
pointed out that Navigator, an extremely 
high-end and well-connected firm, was 
very openly working to spin Bryant’s image 
through press releases, coordinated state-
ments and the narrative of the events of 
night Sheppard was killed.

Navigator has been involved with a number 
of high-profile, right-wing political events 
recently.

Watt is one of the key campaign manag-
ers of the George Smitherman campaign 
for mayor.  He or his firm has also been involved in 
‘crisis communications’ work for Helena Guergis after 
she was removed form the Conservative Cabinet and 
Brian Mulroney during the Karlheinz Schreiber affair.

Less well known is that Navigator was also the firm 
that was conducting focus groups for Pride Toronto 

looking at whether the group Queers Against Israeli 
Apartheid (QUAIA) could participate in the march.  
Speaking in XTRA, Cathy Gulkin, a member of 
one focus group, stated that the groups were stacked 
against QUAIA.  She also stated that Navigator-rep 
Chad Rodgers was spreading the false claim that 
swastikas were being worn by QUAIA members at 

BRYANT’S CHARGES DROPPED BUT PR CONTINUES
by Gwalgen Geordie Dent

On June 13, the Israeli government an-
nounced the appointment of Canada’s 
former chief military lawyer, Brigadier-
General Ken Watkin, as an internation-
al observer to an “Independent Public 
Commission”.  The commission was set 
up in response to the killings of nine 
Turkish civilians in international waters 
on May 30th.  The civilians were peace 
activists aboard an aid flotilla delivering 
medical and construction supplies and 
food to Gaza, which has been under 
blockade since 2007.  Following wide-
spread international condemnation, the 
UN Security Council called for an in-
ternational independent inquiry into 
the incident – a move vetoed by the 
US.  In its stead, Israel has appointed 
its own panel of three Israeli citizens 
and two international observers.

Canadian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Lawrence Cannon welcomed 
the establishment of the commis-
sion and the appointment of Watkin 
in a statement: “Given his career in 
the Canadian Forces (CF), and his 
service as Judge Advocate General, 
Brigadier General Ken Watkin is 
well suited to participate in this com-
mission.”  The Conservatives have 
been accused of showing a bias favor-
ing Israel by various sources since 
taking power in 2006.

Watkin was appointed Judge Advo-
cate General ( JAG) in 2006, by for-
mer Conservative Defense Minister 
Gordon O’Conner.  As JAG, Watkin 

oversaw a staff of over 200 military 
lawyers who, according to the CF 
website, “provide legal advice at bases 
and wings”, defend soldiers and others 
accused under court martial and advise 
commanding officers on legal and ethi-
cal issues in areas of armed conflict. He 
served as JAG until earlier this year. 

Previously, Watkin sat on the Board of 
Inquiry for Canadian military contro-
versies in Somalia in 1993 and Rwanda 
in 1994 and advised the Canadian 
Navy and Commanders in Bosnia.  
Most recently, he has been implicated 
in the “Afghan Detainee” issue.

Former Conservative  
Appointee to Observe 
Gaza Flotilla Inquiry
By Enid Godtree and Kevin O’Toole

Darcy Allen Sheppard
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nGos join 
presidents 
behind the G20 
Fence

by Dawn Paley

TORONTO–As the people of 
Toronto prepare community level 
mobilizations against their lived 
experiences of the negative effects 
of G20 control, a much smaller 
group of people is planning to sit 
down and speak directly with G20 
leaders on behalf of Canadian civil 
society.

These groups are clustered together 
as a G20-focused campaign called 
At the Table.

But while the At the Table 
campaign calls for Canadians to 
“take bold action to end poverty at 
home and abroad,” their members 
are actively pacifying people who 
want to take to the streets to make 
their message heard.

“We’re trying the critical 
engagement approach,” Make 
Poverty History head Dennis 
Howlett told the Globe and Mail 
in March. “Doing anything outside 
the security perimeter, it’s going to 
be a nightmare with security.”

Howlett’s comments reflect 
a broader issue in movement 
building in North America.

“Usually when we use the word 
NGO we’re talking about 
groups that are financed by the 
government and regulated by the 
government,” said Yves Engler, 
a Montréal based author who is 
writing his fourth book about 
international development NGOs. 
It’s important to differentiate 
between their work and that of 
grassroots community organiza-
tions, says Engler, and tracing the 
flow of money is one way to make 
that distinction.

“There’s a history of these orga-
nizations sort of defining the 
parameters of critique,” said Engler.

The Assembly of First Nations, 
Oxfam Canada, Development 
and Peace, the World Wildlife 
Federation, World Vision Canada 
and other members of the At the 
Table are heavily funded by various 
agencies of the federal government. 
Some groups facing defunding 

Queering the G20
Resistance gets fierce and fabulous

“We have a history of 
resisting police brutality, 
of resisting against the 
state’s repression of our 
bodies.”
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by Jesse Rosenfeld

TORONTO–A joint police and 
military raid of a house at 58 
Elderwood resulted in the arrest of a 
man in his 30’s on Tuesday afternoon.

According to RCMP Corporal Glem, 
a warrant was obtained and executed 
by the Toronto Police Service in coor-
dination with the Ontario Provincial 
Police, the RCMP and the military. 
“The search and arrest is G20 related,” 
she stated, but refused to provide a 
copy of the warrant or explain its 
contents, despite acknowledging the 
warrant was not sealed. As of deadline, 
police said they were still interrogating 
the man and had yet to be charged.

Neighbours described undercover 
police watching the house for several 
days before the raid. One man, 
who chose not to be identified, said 
snipers were perched on the roofs 
of surrounding houses and that 
officers in SWAT gear and military 

fatigues armed with assault rifles were 
stationed in the street throughout the 
afternoon.

The home invasion and arrest is the 
latest escalation of police targeting 
those connected to opposition to the 
G20. Yesterday afternoon a young 

man was beaten and arrested by police 
during the Queer Kiss-in against the 
G20, while on Monday two people 
were arrested during an economic 
justice and anti-poverty demonstra-
tion.

police and military raid Toronto House
G20 crackdown continues
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continues...



8:30am: Protest outside the 
“Making the Case for Global 
Economic Governance” conference 
by the Munk Centre. Park Hyatt 
Toronto, 4 Avenue Rd.

10am: Court hearing on banning 
LRADs 361 University Ave, Toronto, 
courtroom 2-2 (second floor)

11am: Toxic Tour of Toronto
Alexandra Park (Dundas and 
Bathurst St.)

3pm: No Campus Closure legal 
rights primer. U of T Peace and 
Conflict Studies Lounge (downstairs 
from Diablos), UC
H-12, 15 King’s College Cir

7pm: Assembly on Climate Justice: 
Moving Forward from Cochabamba. 
Ryerson Student Campus Centre 
(SCC115), 55 Gould St.

Today’s Events:
Wednesday, June 23

by Gwalgen Geordie Dent

TORONTO–The G8’s release of 
details on their Women and Children’s 
Health Initiative in April has made 
it one of the more heavily reported 
issues for the G8 meetings this 
coming week.

 Though the Canadian government’s 
decision to stop funding abortions 
has drawn attention and criticism 
from political parties and numerous 
women’s rights groups, little attention 
has been paid to their refusal to fund 
family planning (contraception). 
Little is also known about what else 
is contained within the initiative and 
how successful past G8 initiatives have 
been.

 Many believe that future budget cuts 
will hurt women’s rights issues across 
the globe.

 “We only talk about austerity after 
we’ve bailed out the rich. Women 
will bear the brunt of austerity costs,” 
says Anna Willats, a professor at the 
Assaulted Women’s and Children’s 
Counsellor/Advocate program at 
George Brown College.

 While the G8 has historically 
introduced a number of initiatives, 

the success of such initiatives is often 
scrutinized.

 Fariah Chawdhry, an organizer 
with the Shelter Sanctuary Status 
Campaign says that this is one of the 
major problems with the G8, a group 
that she feels is both undemocratic 
and dominated by men. 

 “I think there is no process to ensure 
these [initiatives] are followed in a 
meaningful way and no accountability 
when people do not follow through 
on them. Rather than coming up with 
another issue, the summit should focus 
on the fact that their policies have not 
been followed,” says Chawdhry.

 Check out the ongoing G20 issues series 
online at toronto.mediacoop.ca.

Women’s Groups respond 
to G8 Health agenda

by Kate Milberry

TORONTO–The Toronto Police 
Service and Integrated Security 
Unit have waded in to unfamiliar 
territory with their use of microblog-
ging and social networking services 
in their effort to keep G8/G20 
messaging “on point.” Following the 
buzz around social media, they have 
followed grassroots organizers, media 
activists and community groups onto 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

The Toronto Police Service released 
"A Social Media Guide to G20 
Summit” to solidify public confidence 
in the security measures authorized by 
the Harper government and enforced 
by various law enforcement agencies. 
“If the purpose of the security 
measures are properly explained...
from the source, the payoff will be 
an educated and informed public...” 
stated TPS public affairs liaison 
Meaghan Gray.

However, this does not include 
educating people on the controversy

surrounding the negative policies of 
the G8/G20, nor why thousands of
Canadians will be protesting them.

Despite their Twitter feeds, Facebook 
pages and YouTube channels, police 
don't seem to have much social  
media capital. While social media are 
generally held to decentralize infor-
mation, foster the democratization of 
knowledge and transform consumers 
into creative producers, TPS seems 
more concerned with "correcting" 
information and doing PR.

The Alternative Media Centre, on the 
other hand, reflects how "the way we 
share information has changed," said 
Dru Oja Jay of The Media Co-op. 
The multimedia website aggregates 
social media feeds from across the 
web, enabling the AMC to "amplify 
those voices and keep people better 
informed."

If you want to contribute to the G20 
conversation online, use the hashtag 
#g20report or visit 2010.mediacoop.ca

Twitter this!
Police enter world of “social media”
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from Canadian International Devel-
opment Agency (CIDA), including 
the Canadian Council for Internation-
al Cooperation and Kairos, continue 
to participate in the campaign.

In the context of mobilizing around 
the G20, Stephen Lewis, former 
UN special envoy for HIV/AIDS in 
Africa who helped launch the At the 
Table Campaign, told the Globe and 
Mail that demonstrators engaging 
in “violence” must be kept “under 
control” in order for groups like his to 
gain concessions from world leaders.

Engler has a warning for people who 
support the work of large NGOs.

“It’s very dangerous for people who 
think they’re involved in progres-
sive causes to be so dependent on 
government money,” he said. “The 
effect that has in terms of limiting 
political independence is very 
extreme... in many cases the NGOs 
have simply become an arm of impe-
rialism.”

As a result, UH 75 is calling on 
Accor to: respect the Trade Union 
Rights agreement signed with IUF, 
“in particular the commitment not 
to oppose efforts by its workers 
to unionise,” to publicly affirm its 
neutrality and voluntarily grant 
union recognition where there is 
evidence of majority support and 
to reinstate organizers who have 
been terminated or lost shifts and 
hours since their campaign went 
public in November 2008.

The 100 workers at Novotel on the 

Esplanade will be joined by hotel 
and food service workers across the 
GTA.  UH 75 is calling for allies 
to join them at the picket lines 
any time from 7am to 7pm and 
at 4:30pm in particular for a mass 
rally to show community solidarity 
and support.

Council recently calling for an 
independent investigation of the 
incident was blocked by the US 
who called on Israel to investigate 
themselves.
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UNITE HERE STRIKE

Alternative Summit Cost Equals Six Seconds of 
G8/20 Summit 
By Tim Groves  

Six seconds of the G8 and G20 
summits would be enough money to 
cover the entire cost of the Peoples 
Summit, an alternative summit 
happening a week before the official 
summit.

“Our budget is $30,000, which 
works out to six seconds worth of 
their cost,” said Mark Calzavara, 
an organizer of the People’s Sum-
mit. The G8 and G20 Summits 
are costing $1.2 Billion dollars. 
Calzavara calculated the cost per 
hour as $17 million then divided 
by the cost of the Peoples Sum-
mit to arrive at the figure of six 
seconds. “Whatever way you dice 
it, it shows the absurdity of it 
all,” he said.

The G8 and G20 Summits are 
being attended by a handful of 
elite politicians and business 
people while the public is being 
kept out by a large fence and 
a massive security operation. 
Calzavara believes these are not 
about finding real solutions for 
everyday people. “It’s really about 
making sure the rules favour 
their own nations above all oth-
ers,” he said.

Meanwhile, the People’s Summit is 
open to everyone. Over 100 work-
shops are being held on a wide va-
riety of topics, with several sessions 
dedicated to children. It launches 
on June 18th with an opening event 
at the Carlu Theatre and continues 
on Saturday and Sunday at Ryerson 
Campus. 

For more information visit: peoples-
summit2010.ca  

the 2009 Pride Parade.  The claim made by lawyer and Israeli-supporter 
Martin Gladstone was later debunked as being an anti-swastika symbol 
not even worn by a QUAIA member. 

Toronto Community Mobilization Network

ABOLISH THE G8/G20!

Defend Tur tle Island

THEMED DAYS OF 
RES ISTANCE  (BUILD UP)
JUNE 21 ,  2pm, Allan Gardens: 
March,  “All  Out In Defense of 
the Rights of  All”
JUNE 22 :  Creative civic 
transformations and street 
theatre for Gender Justice.
JUNE 22 ,  evening,  f inancial 
district :  Queering the G20!
JUNE 23 ,  11am, Alexandra Park 
(Dundas/Bathurst) :  March, 
“Call  for  Environmental  Justice! 
A Toxic Tour of  Toronto!”

JUNE 24 ,  11am, Queen’s Park: 
March,  Canada Can’t  Hide 
Genocide:  Indigenous Day of 
Action. 

DAYS OF ACTION
JUNE 25 ,  2 :30pm, Allan Gardens: 
March,  Block Party,  Tent City, 
“Justice for Our Communities”
JUNE 26 ,  1 :00pm, Queen’s Park: 
March,  “People First”
JUNE 26 ,  1 :00pm, Queen’s Park: 
March,  “Get Off  the Fence”
JUNE 26 :  Radical  Street  Party, 
“Saturday Night Fever.”

JUNE 27 :  Autonomous Direct 
Actions,  “Getting Down to 
Business”
JUNE 27 ,  1pm: Bike Block Action
JUNE 27 ,  2pm, St .  James Park 
(King/Church):  Funeral  March
JUNE 27 ,  3 :33pm, Queen’s Park: 
Make Believe Tea Party
JUNE 27 ,  5pm: Bruce Mackey 
Park (Dundas/Wardell) : 
March,   Fire Works For Prisons
For more details  & events, 
alternative media,  convergence 
centre and more. . .  visit :

G 2 0 . t o r o n t o m o b i l i z e. o r g
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BRYANT’S PR MANAGERS

G20 Map for Downtown Toronto
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Hauled away by police into Queen subway station, this participant in the Queer 
resistance to the G20 was pinned to the ground and beaten by several officers as 
he was cuffed. He was repeatedly kneed in the back while officers smashed his face 
against the ground as police formed a bike chain around him, trying to block the view 
of the beating from media and march participants. – Jesse Rosenfeld

NGOs, cont’d from page 1:

by Anonymous; edited by G20 
Alternative Media Centre

TORONTO–Housed inside an old 
Toronto film studio, the jail for G20 
opponents has been set up in the 
working class deindustrial area just 
east of the Don Valley Parkway.

From the outside, it looks like several 
fenced in blocks with one entrance 
and one exit. There are three holding 
areas: First a trailer where they film 
everything, tag you, take your picture, 
and search all your property and put 
it into a bag. A court cop will be 
assigned to you and the staff sergeant 
will talk to you. Here You will Level 2 
-- catch and release or Level 3 -- held 
for a bail hearing the next morning.

Second is a small, plywood 8X8 foot 
cell where they can strip search you.

The third holding station is a large 

room with 16X8 foot cells in the 
front, with smaller one and in the 
back. Three sides are made from sheet 
metal, the other is made from poorly 
welded wire fencing. There is a two 
inch gap between the floor and the 8ft 
sheet metal walls.

The interrogation rooms are opposite 
the phones. The rooms are small 
with a table and chairs. Here the 
cops attempt to gather info on the 
movement and your friends and loved 
ones. They will lie to you to get intel-
ligence, so don’t give it to them.  

After questioning, they will either 
release you if you are a Level 2 or you 
may go back to the third holding area 
if you are a Level 3. If you are released 
at this point, the pigs will take you out 
of the building and out to the exit.

For the full account, visit 
toronto.mediacoop.ca

“Inside the pigpen”
What it’s like inside the G20 detention centre

Legal aid can be reached at 416 273 6761.


